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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 
Prayers for Birthdays and Anniversaries 
For Birthdays:  

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) N. as they 

begin another year. Grant them wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 

goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

For Anniversaries: 
Gracious God, we remember with thanksgiving the vows of love and commitment to you 

and to each other made by N. and N. We pray for your continued blessing upon them and 

we pray they may learn from both their joys and sorrows, and discover constantly new 

riches in their life together with you. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
Advent Wreath/Candle Lighting 
Celebrant:  Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath. Each 

candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, 
and the third candle is JOY. 

The candles are lit.  

 

Deacon:  Isaiah 55:12 – You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains  

                    and hills will burst into song before you, and the trees of the field will clap 

                    their hands. 

People:  Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh and you abide with us in the  

                    Holy Spirit. Fill us with your joy, and help us shine as a light to the world.   
                    Through Jesus Christ, who makes our joy complete. Amen. 

 

 



Processional Hymn H597 |   O day of peace that dimly shines

 

 

 



Opening Sentences 

Celebrant:        Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People:           And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Kyrie | Missa Emmannuel  

 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant:      The Lord be with you. 

People:         And also with you.  

Celebrant:     Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
First Lesson  Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

the majesty of our God. 



Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

"Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

He will come and save you." 

 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

A highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 

but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



The Song of Mary     (see Insert) 

Magnificat   -   Luke 1:46-55   

 
 
Second Lesson  James 5:7-10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 

near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, 

the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

       Reader:    The Word of the Lord 

       People:    Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn    Tis a Gift to be Simple 

 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel  Matthew 11:2-11 
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People:    Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 

and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, 

the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 

have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 



As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go 

out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

    Deacon:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
    People:     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon  Rev. Aron Kramer 

 

THE NICENE CREED   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
    Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not  
    made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will  
      have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from  
      the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Deacon:  In peace, we pray to you, O God. 

Silence 
 

Leader:  For all people in their daily life and work; 

People:  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

 

Leader:  For this community, the nation, and the world; 

People:  For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

Leader:  For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People:  For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

Leader:  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People:  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

Leader:  For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

People:  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

Leader:  For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Craig our Bishop; and for all 

bishops and other ministers; 

People:  For all who serve God in the Church. 

 

Leader:  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence. The congregation may add their own petitions. 

 

Leader:  Hear us, Lord; 

People:  For your mercy is great. 

 
 

Leader:  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence. The congregation may add their own thanksgivings. 

 

Leader:  We will exalt you, O God our King; 

People:  And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

Leader:  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 

kingdom. 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 

 
 
 

 
 



Leader:  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

People:  Who put their trust in you. 

 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to 

ask only what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare 
not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All:        Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your Name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People: And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

Offertory Anthem       Waiting, by Pepper Choplin 

 
The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant:  God of all power, Creator of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and 

praise. 

People:  Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,  

                    galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island  

                    home.  

People:  By your will they were created and have their being.  

 
Celebrant:  From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us  

                    with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. 

                    But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against  

                    one another. 

People:  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Celebrant:     Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you  

                    revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only  

                    Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom  
                    and peace. 

People:         By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,  

                    apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked  

                    to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 
 



Sanctus | Missa Emmannuel  

 
 
Celebrant continues… 

                    And so, Holy One, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new  

                    people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify  
                    them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

                    On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,    
                    and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given  

                    for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 
                    After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this,  

                    all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and  

                    for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the  
                    remembrance of me."  

 

                    Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this  
                    sacrifice of thanksgiving,  

 

People:  We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the 

                    day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant:  Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah and the  

                    generations forever: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about  
                    us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only,  

                    and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this  

                    Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily  
                    serve the world in his name. 

People:  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Celebrant:  Accept these prayers and praises, God, through Jesus Christ our great High      

                    Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 

                    and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 



  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 

People:    Therefore, let us keep the feast, Alleluia. 
 
 
Fraction Anthem  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.   

 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 

faith, with thanksgiving.   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



Communion Hymn |  Mary did you know? 

 



 



Postcommunion Prayer 
 
Celebrant:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

The Blessing 

 
Closing Hymn H65 | Prepare the way, O Zion 
 

 

 

The Dismissal 

Postlude                                                                      
All music reprinted with permission—One License # A—7090 
 
 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC 11th  
 

LECTOR ROTA (OT, Psalm and NT readings and prayers of the people) 

DATE  DAY             READERS 
Dec 11  Advent 3             Judy Starkey 

Dec 18  Advent 4            Timothy & Ellen Williams 

Dec 24  Christmas Eve  Debbie Enyeart 
Dec 25  Christmas Day           TBD 

Jan 1            The Holy Name           Judy Starkey 

Jan 8            1st Epiphany  Maryann Raymond & Steve Anderson 
Jan 15  2nd Epiphany  Bryan & Susan Ripp 

Jan 22  3rd Epiphany  Timothy & Ellen Williams 

Jan 29  4th Epiphany  Debbie Enyeart 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Please submit names for each week's prayer list to the office or Aron by Noon every 

Wednesday. 
THE PRAYER LIST WILL RESET ON DECEMBER 1 

Ben, Grace, Matt, Jennifer, Joan 

 
IOCP HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS 
Thank you to everyone who gave money for gift cards and thank you to Jeff Dow for 

leading the charge. Your generosity will have a major impact this Christmas! 

 
FOOD BASKET FOR IOCP 
The Food Shelf Basket has returned! Please consider bringing in your non-perishable food 

items to fill the basket. As it fills up we will take it to IOCP to add to their food shelf. 
 

DOMESTIC ABUSE SHELTER SUPPORT  
This year during Advent we will be collecting items for the domestic abuse shelters in our 

immediate area. Sojourner Project in Minnetonka and Home Free in Plymouth are both 
facilities where women and even men, who are living with abusive partners can go with 

their children to escape the abuse and prepare for a new life. These organizations have 

many needs, but both have expressed a particular need for body wash and lotion. Both are 
needed in scented and unscented types as well as for particularly sensitive skin. If you are 

interested in participating, you may bring your contributions to St. Edward’s throughout 

Advent and we will deliver them to the organizations before Christmas. 
 
THE SELECTION COMMITTEE 
The Selection Committee thanks everyone who participated in the transition forum last 

Sunday. We sincerely appreciate your input and lively conversation. The second display 
board is available in the Gathering Space, and we invite everyone to check it out and to 

continue to add your thoughts. 



 
POINSETTIAS 
The Poinsettias have been ordered for Christmas, there is a “Flower Envelope” available to 

help offset the cost of these beautiful flowers, if you would like to help, please write a check 
to St. Ed’s and indicate it is for Christmas Flowers. 

We need help putting out flowers Friday, Dec 23rd, if you can help speak with Judy 

Starkey. 
 

THE MITTEN TREE 
The return of the Mitten Tree will be November 27th, please consider donating gloves, 

mittens, scarves and socks for people in need. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS SEASON 
Our Blue Christmas Service will be held Monday, December 19 2022 at 7pm. The service is 
focused on those who have trouble with the Holiday seasons because of grief from the loss 

of a loved one or other experience that diminishes the joy of the holiday. Tami Morse and 

Aron will be present  
 

We will have one service this Christmas Eve at 5pm. 

 

 

• Announcements for weekly Happenings Newsletter are due to 

  office@stedwards-mn.org by 10am Monday 
 

• Next Vestry meeting: December 11th 
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