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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN

Reflections and gratitude
As long as I have been going to St. Edwards, about twenty years, it has always been about the people of
the church. We have had a few priests and a new building over the years, but it is the people that make
St. Edward’s special. It has also never been about the money. God has always provided, which is interesting because God has provided St. Edward’s with people with financial talent.
After willingly volunteering to be Junior Warden in charge of building and grounds for several stints on
the Vestry, I really wanted to be the Senior Warden for one year — kind of a bridesmaid thing for guys.
My biggest concern for 2016 was the financial aspect of running the church. Again, it's not about the
money, but the church has a priest and staff to pay, plus heating and cooling the building, setting a budget, and anything and everything that comes up. This is where the Vestry and the financially talented
people come in. We are truly blessed to have a priest who majored in finance and has turned our budget
around the last couple years. We have a deacon in Morris Goodwin Jr., who is a Chief Financial Officer
for his day job; plus a finance committee with Debbie Enyeart, John Scheef, and Dwight Maxa, Vestry
members Rachel Svihel, Treasurer Diane Kennedy, and the late Al Starkey are all financial people. What a
relief!
The other thing I found out while being Senior Warden is why they call this position the “Priest’s Warden.”
I have worked closely with Father Jason this last year and I know some of what he goes through in taking care of our sick and a few dying parishioners. Jason puts in a lot more time than meets the eye. With
Jason being our priest and office staff person, sometimes he just needs someone to talk to. This, I found,
is where the Senior Warden comes in. As much as Jason is around people on Sundays, at Bible study, and
at house masses, the job can have its lonely times. It has made me realize why God gave us two ears,
one to listen and one to lend.
The annual meeting is coming at the end of this month, and I invite everyone to come. The Vestry and
all those wonderful financial people are working hard on the 2017 budget as I write this. It will probably
look like most budgets — more cuts than additions and a deficit that we can handle — but it is important to know where we are on the business side
of the church, at least once a year. I have enjoyed
my time on the Vestry and would like to thank the
members for their service, but it is time to pass
the gavel and just hold one of my favorite church
jobs — usher. Remember, you are St. Edward’s
and with God’s help, you make it happen.
Fritz Wright
Senior Warden

St. Edward’s Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 29
Only one service this day – at 10 am
Potluck and annual meeting to follow;
watch for potluck signup sheets
in Gathering Space
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FROM THE PRESIDING BISHOP

Prayers for the President
This past week, Barack H. Obama, the 44th President of the United States,
in the tradition of Presidents dating back to George Washington, gave his
farewell address to the nation. Next week Donald J. Trump, in the same
tradition of this country, will take the oath of office and be inaugurated as
the 45th President.
We recognize that this election has been contentious, and the Episcopal
Church, like our nation, has expressed a diversity of views, some of which
have been born in deep pain. There has been much discussion, and some controversy, about the appropriateness of the Washington National Cathedral hosting the Inaugural Prayer Service this year, and of
church choirs singing at inaugural events.
Underneath the variety of questions and concerns are some basic Christian questions about prayer:
when I pray for our leaders, why am I doing so? Should I pray for a leader I disagree with? When I pray
what do I think I am accomplishing?
On one level these questions seem inconsequential and innocuous. But real prayer is not innocuous.
It is powerful. That question can become poignant and even painful as it is for many in this moment,
given that some of the values that many of us heard expressed over the past year have seemed to be
in contradiction to deeply-held Christian convictions of love, compassion, and human dignity.
So, should we pray for the President?
We can and, indeed, I believe we must pray for all who lead in our civic order, nationally and internationally. I pray for the President in part because Jesus Christ is my Savior and Lord. If Jesus is my Lord and the
model and guide for my life, his way must be my way, however difficult. And the way prayer for others is
a part of how I follow the way of Jesus.
This practice of praying for leaders is deep in our biblical and Anglican/Episcopalian traditions. Psalm
72 prays that the ancient Israelite king might rule in the ways of God’s justice, defending “the cause of
the poor,” bringing “deliverance to the needy.” 1 Timothy 2:1-2 encourages followers of Jesus to pray
earnestly for those in leadership, that they may lead in ways that serve the common good. Even in the
most extreme case, Jesus himself said, while dying
on the cross, “Father forgive them; for they do not
In this issue:
know what they are doing,” was praying for PonInterfaith Service............................................................p. 1
tius Pilate, the Governor of Rome who ordered his
Senior Warden.................................................................p. 2
execution, and for all who were complicit in it.
Presiding Bishop.............................................................p. 5
In this spirit, the Prayer Books of the Anglican/
Outreach........................................................................... p. 4
Episcopal way have always included prayer for
Calendar.............................................................................p. 5
those “who bear the authority of government,”
Prayers of the People....................................................p. 7
praying in a variety of ways that they may lead in
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OUTREACH
Again this year, we participated in the IOCP’s
Adopt-a-Family holiday gift program. Thank you
all for supplying all the gifts for the two families
we chose. Some needy families had a much happier Christmas because of you all.

The Mitten Tree was
a big success this
year, as you may
have noticed. The
tree at church was
covered in hats,
mittens, gloves, and
scarves which will
go to IOCP’s needy
families.

Thanks also to the generous people who made
donations totaling $1400 for IOCP’s big yearly
fundraiser, the “Sleep Out”. This money enables
IOCP to continue all of the important programs
that provide help to their clients.
Jeff Galloway thanks all the people who regularly
take him grocery shopping each week.
We have also been giving rides each week to two
mothers with children from Bangladesh who go to
class at IOCP and then back home.
We still have a good contingent that goes down to
St. Mark’s Cathedral almost every Monday to put
together snacks and make sandwiches for the bag
lunches for the homeless; and others who distribute them at the door and provide them to the
Vet Center and Metropolitan Community College
homeless students.

January
Milestones
Birthdays
1
2
3
7
15
17
19
28

Bill Scheig
Dwight Maxa
Joanie Broughton
Katie Bradach
George Pilkington
Margaret Wallace
Brian Parsons
Joan Ottinger

		

Anniversaries

We need help cooking a breakfast for homeless
families on Saturday, February 4, at St. Philip the
Deacon down the road from us. Please consider
giving a couple hours to help on that. Contact Jeff
or Lynne.

EpiscoBuilders
2016 was a great success for
EpiscoBuilders. We completed
our 37th home project with the
help of 111 volunteers. Now it's
on to 2017 and, with your help,
we plan to work on five Habitat For Humanity
homes.
Our first project is on Saturday, January 28, at 2700
Morgan Avenue N., Minneapolis. We'd be pleased
to have you join us. As many of you know it's fun,
there's lots of fellowship, and is a great learning
experience. If you can't come in January, there will
be opportunities in February and March.
Please watch for details and sign-ups. Helping
provide lunch or a morning snack is always a good
volunteer activity.

					 None
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10:00 am Holy Eucharist
11:00 am ANNUAL MEETING
WITH POTLUCK LUNCH

8:00 am Bible Study
7:00 pm AA

31

29

30

8:00 am Bible Study
11:00 am Outreach
7:00 pm AA

8 am Holy Eucharist
10 am Holy Eucharist
11 am Social Hour
11:30 am VESTRY

24

22

23

8:00 am Bible Study
7:00 pm AA

8 am Holy Eucharist
10 am Holy Eucharist
11 am Social Hour

17

15

16

8:00 am Bible Study
7:00 pm AA

8 am Holy Eucharist
10 am Holy Eucharist
11 am Social Hour

9:30 am
Intercessory Prayer
Group

25

9:30 am
Intercessory Prayer
Group
26

19

9:30 am Spiritual
Directors meet in
Library

18

12

Thursday

9:30 am
Intercessory Prayer
Group
2:00 pm Eucharist
@ Folkstone

5

11

10

9

8

Wednesday

9:30 am
Intercessory Prayer
Group

Tuesday

8:00 am Bible Study
7:00 pm AA

Monday

10 am Holy Eucharist

2

4

Sunday
3

1

27

20

13

6

Friday

NOTE: To learn more about these events, and to see timely updates, visit the
online calendar on St. Edward’s website: http://stedwards-mn.org/

Saturday

28

6:30 PM
INTERFAITH
SERVICE OF
PRAYER AND
PEACE

21

14

7

5
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Prayers for the President

continued from page 3

the ways of God’s wisdom, justice and truth. When we pray for Donald, Barack, George, Bill, George, or
Jimmy, Presidents of the United States, we pray for their well-being, for they too are children of God, but
we also pray for their leadership in our society and world. We pray that they will lead in the ways of justice and truth. We pray that their leadership will truly serve not partisan interest but the common good.
When we pray for them, we are actually praying for our nation, for our world, indeed we are praying for
ourselves.
Prayer is not a simplistic cheer or declaration of support. Prayers of lament cry out in pain and cry for
justice. Prayer can celebrate. Prayer can also ask God to intervene and change the course of history, to
change someone's mind, or his or her heart. When we pray for our enemies, we may find that we are
simultaneously emboldened to stand for justice while we are also less able to demonize another human
being.
Real prayer is both contemplative and active. It involves a contemplative conversation with and listening to God, and an active following of the way of Jesus, serving and witnessing in the world in his Name.
For those who follow the way of Jesus, the active side of our life of prayer seeks to live out and help our
society live out what it means to “love your neighbor as yourself.” So we work for a good and just, humane and loving society. We participate as followers of Jesus in the life of our government and society,
caring for each other and others, and working for policies and laws that reflect the values and teachings
of Jesus to “love your neighbor,” to “do unto others as you who have them do unto you,” to fashion a civic
order that reflects the goodness, the justice, the compassion that we see in the face of Jesus, that we
know to reflect the very heart and dream of God for all of God’s children and God’s creation.
I grew up in a historically black congregation in the Episcopal Church. We prayed for leaders who were
often lukewarm or even opposed to our very civil rights. We got on our knees in church and prayed for
them, and then we got up off our knees and we Marched on Washington. Following the way of Jesus,
we prayed and protested at the same time. We prayed for our leaders who were fighting for our civil
rights, we prayed for those with whom we disagreed, and we even prayed for those who hated us. And
we did so following the Jesus, whose way is the way of unselfish, sacrificial love. And that way is the way
that can set us all free.
As we celebrate the birth of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., we may find guidance in his words, spoken during one of the most painful and difficult struggles in the Civil Rights Movement. He asked that all
participants live by a set of principles. The first principle read: “As you prepare to march, meditate on the
life and teachings of Jesus.”
Should we pray for the President?
Yes!
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church
January 2017
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. ~ James 5:16
We will include these names within our liturgy in Prayers of the People, but it is our hope that you will
use this list to pray for each other all month long. Prayers for friends and family are always welcomed.
Please speak to Judy or Jo. Intercessory prayers are read on Wednesday mornings. NOTE: To add to
or update the prayer list, please contact either Judy Starkey or the church office (952.473.2262, stedwards865@gmail.com). A person’s name will be removed from the Prayers of the People after 30 days,
unless renewed at that time.
For the departed: Christine, Nancy
Ben
Bob
Bruce
Cathy
Charlene
Chris
Dave

Joanna
Jon
Keith
Keri
Kim
Liam
Lindsay

Fran
Georgi
Grace
Hays family
Janney
Jed
Jennifer

Lorraine
Marion & Olive
Mary
Matthew
Nancy
Pat
Paul

Ray
Shirley
Stiller family
Trini
Vail family
All refugees
Native American schools
Victims of natural disasters

SERVERS: JANUARY 2017
			

Jan 15

					

Jan 22					

Jan 29

Lesson 1

Judy Starkey

Paul Nancarrow

Judy Starkey

Lesson 2

Miles Ottinger

Debbie Nancarrow

Paul Nancarrow

Chalice

Debbie Nancarrow
Carol Parsons

Lese Wright
Paul Nancarrow

Carol Parsons
Paul Nancarrow

Acolyte(s) TBD

Brendan Wright

NA

Usher

Jeff Dow

Fritz Wright

Jeff Kennedy

Teller

Jeff Dow

TBD

TBD

Altar
Guild

Trish Martin
Lynne Whitacre

Trish Martin
Lynne Whitacre

Trish Martin
Fran Christianson
Ruth Bragstad

Bread

Lynne Whitacre

Lynne Whitacre

Lynne Whitacre

See the February Lampstand for a list of St. Edward’s new Vestry and Wardens,
to be elected at the January 29 Annual Meeting
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Dates to Remember
Jan. 21 (Sat.)			 Interfaith Prayers for Peace and Unity (p. 1)
Jan. 28 (Sat.)			 EpiscoBuilders Project (p. 4)
Jan. 29 (Sun.)

		 Annual Meeting (p. 3)

Feb. 4 (Sat.) 			 Breakfast for Homeless, St. Philip the Deacon (p. 4)
March 1 (Wed.)			 Ash Wednesday; Lent begins
April 9 (Sun.)			 Palm Sunday
April 16 (Sun.)			 Easter
St. Edward’s exists to spread the Gospel by feeding
the community spiritually, physically, and artistically.
Phone: 952-473-2262 Fax: 952-473-5501
E-mail: office@stedwards-mn.org
Web site: www.stedwards-mn.org

Rector: The Rev. Jason Lucas
Deacon: The Rev. Morris Goodwin, Jr.
Accountant: Nancy Stiller
Music Director: Tami Morse
Facility Manager: Crystal Sonifer

