The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage

Lance Martin Green & Jason Bryan Lucas
Saturday, May 1, 2021

Prelude: Four Seasons, Winter. Vivaldi
Entrance: A Thousand Years, Christina Perri
Heart beats fast
Colors and promises
How to be brave?
How can I love when I'm afraid to fall?
But watching you stand alone
All of my doubt suddenly goes away
somehow
One step closer
I have died every day waiting for you
Darling, don't be afraid
I have loved you for a thousand years
I'll love you for a thousand more
Time stands still
Beauty in all she is
I will be brave
I will not let anything take away
What's standing in front of me
Every breath
Every hour has come to this

I have died every day waiting for you
Darling, don't be afraid
I have loved you for a thousand years
I'll love you for a thousand more
And all along I believed I would find you
Time has brought your heart to me
I have loved you for a thousand years
I'll love you for a thousand more
One step closer
One step closer
I have died every day waiting for you
Darling don't be afraid
I have loved you for a thousand years
I'll love you for a thousand more
And all along I believed I would find you
Time has brought your heart to me
I have loved you for a thousand years
I'll love you for a thousand more

One step closer
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Celebrant: Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence
of God to witness and bless the joining together of Lance Martin Green and Jason
Bryan Lucas in Holy Matrimony. The joining of two people in a life of mutual
fidelity signifies to us the mystery of the union between Christ and his Church, and
so it is worthy of being honored among all people.
The union of two people in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their
mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity;
and, when it is God’s will, for the gift of children and their nurture in the
knowledge and love of the Lord. Therefore, marriage is not to be entered into
unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the
purposes for which it was instituted by God.
Into this holy union Lance and Jason now come to be joined.
If any of you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, speak now;
or else for ever hold your peace.
Then the Celebrant says to the persons to be married
I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either of you
know any reason why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance
with God's Word, you do now confess it.
The Declaration of Consent
Lance, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of
marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in
health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Answer
I will.
Jason, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of
marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in
health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Answer
I will.
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Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two
persons in their marriage?

People

We will.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant
Let us pray.
O gracious and everliving God, you have created humankind in your image: Look
mercifully upon Lance and Jason who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist
them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and
keep the promises and vows they make; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
AMEN
Please be seated
Old Testament
Song of Solomon 2:10-13;8:6-7
Lector: A reading from the Song of Solomon
My beloved speaks and says to me: ‘Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for
now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a
seal upon your arm; for love is strong as death, passion fierce as the grave. Its flashes
are flashes of fire, a raging flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can
floods drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth of one’s house, it would be
utterly scorned.
Lector
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 67
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
2 Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
6 The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.
7 May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

New Testament
Lector: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Colossians

Colossians 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Lector

People

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Sequence Hymn: Come thou Fount of Every Blessing
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The Holy Gospel
Deacon

People

John 15:9-13

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be complete.
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.
Deacon

People

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

Rev. Dr. Lizette Larson-Miller

The Marriage
Each member of the couple, in turn, takes the right hand of the other and says
In the Name of the Creator, I, Lance, take you, Jason, to be my husband, to have and
to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness
and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my
solemn vow.
In the Name of the Creator, I, Jason, take you, Lance, to be my husband, to have and
to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness
and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my
solemn vow.
The Priest may ask God's blessing on a ring or rings as follows
Bless, O Lord, this ring to be a sign of the vows by which Lance and Jason have
bound themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The giver places the ring on the ring-finger of the other's hand and says
Lance/Jason I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all
that I have, I honor you, in the Name of the Creator
Then the Celebrant joins the right hands of the couple and says
Now that Lance, and Jason, have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with
the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of a ring, I pronounce that they are
wed to one another, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.
People
Amen.
Hand Binding Service
As this knot is tied, so are your lives now bound. Woven into this cord, imbued into
its very fibers, are all the hopes of your friends and family, and of yourselves, for
your new life together.
With the fashioning of this knot do I tie all the desires, dreams, love, and happiness
wished here in this place to your lives for as long as love shall last.
In the joining of hands and the fashion of a knot, so are your lives now bound, one
to another.
By this cord you are bound to your vows.
May this knot remain tied for as long as love shall last.
May this cord draw your hands together in love, never to be used in anger.
May the vows you have spoken never grow bitter in your mouths.
As any child discovers when they are learning to tie their own shoes, the first move is
to cross the ends.
As your hands are bound by this cord, so is your partnership held by the symbol of
this knot. May it be granted that what is done before the gods be not undone by
man. Two entwined in love, bound by commitment and fear, sadness and joy, by
hardship and victory, anger and reconciliation, all of which brings strength to this
union. Hold tight to one another through both good times and bad, and watch as
your strength grows.
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Meditation—Fall on Me, Andrea Bocelli & Matteo Bocelli
I thought sooner or later
In ogni passo che muoverai qui
The lights up above
È un viaggio infinito
Will come down in circles and guide me to
Sorriderò se
love
Nel tempo che fugge mi porti con te
But I don't know what's right for me
I cannot see straight
Fall on me
I've been here too long and I don't want to
Ascoltami
wait for it
Fall on me
Fly like a cannonball, straight to my soul
Abbracciami
Tear me to pieces
Fall on me
And make me feel whole
Finché vorrai
I'm willing to fight for it and carry this
Finché vorrai
weight
Finché vorrai
But with every step
Finché vorrai
I keep questioning what it's true
I close my eyes
Fall on me
And I'm seeing you everywhere
With open arms
I step outside
Fall on me
It's like I'm breathing you in the air
From where you are
I can feel you're there
Fall on me
With all your light
Fall on me
With all your light
Ascoltami
With all your light
Fall on me
Abbracciami
Presto una luce ti illuminerà
Fall on me
Seguila sempre, guidarti saprà
With all your light
Tu non arrenderti, attento a non perderti
With all your light
E il tuo passato avrà senso per te
With all your light
Vorrei che credessi in te stesso, ma sì
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Prayers
Let us pray.
Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all
grace: Look with favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave
his life, and especially upon
Lance and Jason whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony. Amen.
Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each
may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in
sorrow, and a companion in joy. Amen.
Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your
Spirit, that they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of
their life. Amen.
Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their
fault, and to seek each other’s forgiveness and yours. Amen.
Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this sinful and broken world, that
unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair.
Amen.
Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love
and concern for others. Amen.
Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives
strengthened and their loyalties confirmed. Amen.
Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children are
united one to another, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your
grace, that your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with
your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign in perfect unity, now and for ever.
Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant

People

The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
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The Holy Communion
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People

Eucharistic Prayer B

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we
bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again
he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus,
your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."

Page 11

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Edward the
Confessor, Jesus, Trini, Shirley, Stan, Oliver, Gwen, Keith and Bonnie and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say:

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Fraction
Celebrant: ALLELUIA!! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
ALL: Therefore let us keep the Feast!!

ALL ARE WELCOME TO RECEIVE COMMUNION
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Communion Hymn: Be thou my Vision
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Post communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us Pray
People:
O God, the giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious: We give
you thanks for binding us together in these holy mysteries of the Body and Blood
of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that by your Holy Spirit, Lance and Jason now
joined in Holy Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, live in fidelity and
peace, and obtain those eternal joys prepared for all who love you; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing of the Marriage
The people remain standing. The couple stand, and the Bishop says the following prayer
Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ
to come among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the cross
to be the way of life. We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of two people
in his Name. By the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of your
blessing upon Lance and Jason Defend them from every enemy. Lead them into all
peace. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their
shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in their
companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and in their
sorrows; in their life and in their death. Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that
table where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you;
the Lord mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual
benediction and grace; that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the
age to come have life everlasting. Amen.
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The Blessing
Celebrant: The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son our Savior Jesus Christ our
Lord; and the blessing of God almighty +Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you
and remain with you always.

People: AMEN
Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Let us go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord and one another.
Thanks be to God.

Closing: Four Seasons, Spring. Vivaldi

Liturgical Ministers:
Celebrant: The Rt. Rev. Craig Loya
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Lizette Larson-Miller
Deacon: The Rev. Matthew D. Johnson
Lectors: Timothy & Ellen Williams
Music Director: Dr. Tami Morse

Bryan Vig, Best Man
Brian Burnett
Alex Nelson
Sharon Rost

Wedding Party:
Johnny “Azalia” Gonzalez, Best Man
Shawn Creveling
Kaela Peterson Still
Collin Warren
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English Translation of first dance:
Quien—Pedro Fernandez
Who in a kiss delivers
¿Quién en un beso entrega

And I can never live without you
Y no puedo vivir ya jamás sin ti

Your soul in love?
Su alma enamorada?

My life, I want you to understand
Mi vida, quiero que comprendas

Who says i love you
¿Quién te dice te quiero

This great love that I feel for you
Este gran cariño que siento por ti
Who says i love you
¿Quién te dice te quiero

With all your longing
Con todo su anhelo
With all your love?
Con todo su amor?
Who says i love you
¿Quién te dice te quiero

How do I adore you?
Como te adoro yo?
Who will kiss your hair?
¿Quién besara tu pelo?

How do I adore you?
Como te adoro yo?

Who will cry for you?
¿Quién llorara por ti?

Who will kiss your hair?
¿Quién besara tu pelo?

Who will watch over your dreams?
¿Quién velara tus sueños?

Who will cry for you?
¿Quién llorara por ti?

Who will pray for you?
¿Quién rezara por ti?
Who will kiss your hair?
¿Quién besara tu pelo?

Who will watch over your dreams?
¿Quién velara tus sueños?
Who will pray for you?
¿Quién rezara por ti?
You know i need you
Sabes que te necesito

Who will cry for you?
¿Quién llorara por ti?
Who will watch over your dreams?
¿Quién velara tus sueños?
Who will pray for you?
¿Quién rezara por ti?
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